Su’aalo...

Somali ahaan waxaan ognahay Muslimku inuu yahay
ruuxa qira Shaahaadada:

La ilahaill Alaah, Moxamed rasul llaah.
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Muslimiinta waxay kaloo haystaan wax kaloo muhimah, oo waxay fuliyaan waajibaadka ay
diintu farayso.

Laakiin Muslimka sideebuu kaga duwan yahay kuwa masiixiga ah? Arrinta buugani waxaa
la dhihi karaa “Waa maxay Masiixiga oo dhab ahaan u raaco Ciise Masiix?

Maxay tahay raacidda runta ah ee Ciise Masiix?
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Kitaabka Quduuska Ah wuxuu ku bilaabanayaa wax kasta oo dunida ku jira oo ay
banii-aadanka ka midyihiin in uu Eebbe leeyahay.

Waxaaynu ku sameyneynaa dunida llaah dusheedaa oo aan isticmaalayno waa mid llaah u
muhiim ah, weligiina kama rajadhidigin xataa gayb ka mid ah dunida. Soomaaliya iyo dad-
ka Soomaaliyeed, dadka gaar waxay u malaynayaan llaah intuu dunida abuuray kaddibna
ku daalay uu iska tagay, taasu way ka duwantahay sida ku cad kitaabka.

Kutubka wuxuu yiri : “Isagu wuxuu ka dhigaa in dooggu xoolaha u soo baxo, Oo geeda-
ha yaryarna wuxuuu soo bixiyey in dadku ku isticmaalo, Inuu dhulka cunto ka soo bixiy-

00.” (Zabur, Sabuurradii 104: 14)

llaah markuu dunida abuurayey wuxuu u abuuray inuu Ciise ahaado sayidka dunida.

“Waayo wax kastaba isagaa uumay, waxyaalaha samooyinka ku jira, iyo waxyaalaha
dhulka joogaba, waxyaalaha la arki karo iyo waxyaalaha aan la arki karinba, hadday
yihiin carshiyo ama sayidnimo ama madax ama amarro; wax walba isagaa uumay oo loo
uumay. Isagu wax kastaba wuu ka horreeyaaq, oo wax kastaaba isagay isku haystaan.” (In-
jiil, Kolosay 1:16-17)

Ciise dhimashadiisa iyo soosarakiciddiisa, waxay ahayd.

“Markuu nin u ekaaday, ayuu is-hoosaysiiyey oo addeecay inuu dhinto, xataa inuu isku-
tallaabta ku dhinto. Haddaba sidaas daraaddeed llaah isaga aad buu u sarraysiiyey, 0o
WuXuUu isaga siiyey magaca magac kasta ka sarreeyaq; in jilib kastoo ah waxyaalaha sa-
mada ku jira iyo waxyaalaha dhulka jooga iyo waxyaalaha dhulka ka hooseeyaaba, ay
magaca Ciise Masiix u wada sujuudaan, iyo in carrab kastaaba qirto in Ciise Masiix yahay
Rabbiga in llaaha Aabbaha ah lagu ammaano.” (Injiil, Filiboy 2: 8-11)

Sidaa darteed wuxuu xaqg u leeyahay inuu maamulo wax walba oo dunida.
Taasoo ka mid ah nolosha ragga, dumarka iyo carruurtaba ee dadka Soomaalida ah inay
agoonsadaan inuu asaga yahay llaah iyo sayidka. Kutubka wuxuu yiri waxaa jiri wada qura.

“Waayo, waxaa jira llaah keliya iyo dhexdhexaadiye keliya oo u dhexeeya llaah iyo dadka,
waana ninka Ciise Masiix ah, oo naftiisii dadka oo dhan furashadooda u bixiyey.” (Injiil, 1
Timoteyos 2: 5-6),

Kuwa Ciise Masiix rumaysan ma rumaysna saddex llaah, kaddibna buggan waxaan ku geexi
doonaa inaysan suuraggal ahayn saddax llaah. Siwalba ha ahaatee, hadii aad rumaysan
tahay Ciise Masiix adeec 00 bari. Micnaha gormadan waxay tahay inuu Ciise Masiix yahay
Rabbi.

In tan la rumaystoo oo lagu dhagmo midan oo ka dhigaysa gof walba ama Soomaalida inay
raacaan Ciise Masiix.
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In yar kadib waan idiin geexi doonaa waxa uu ku mutaystay Ciise la rumatysto, oo wax-
aan kuu geexi doonaa in yar oo hada diyaar ahayn. Laakin marka hore waxaa jira in yar oo
faagidaad sharaxaad bilaaw ah.

Meel walb ay joogaan Rag iyo dumarba waxay ka soo horjeesteen figradda ah inuu nolos-
hooda Ciise maamulo. Waxay doonayaan inay ka xuroobaan.

Inay xur ka ahaadaan sharcgiisa iyo awooda. Waxy usu arkaan inay xuruyihiin sideydoonaan
u dhagdaan geelooda.

(Somai waxya tir: Dani xishood ma leh.)

Qaladka ay samaynayaan waxay u malaynayaan inay nafsadooda ay leeyihiin oo ay ku
samaynkaraan wax walba ay doonayaan. Waxayna diideen inuu Ciise yahay Sayidkoo-

da. Mararka gaarkood waxay u diidaan si dadab ah, mararka gaar kood si bareer ah si walba
ha ahaatee way diideen isaga.

Marnaba Iskuma howlaan inay amaradiisa adeecaan, waxyna sameeyaan waxa ay tahay
doorashada nafsadooda, waxaa jiro Ruuxyo oo ku hogaaminaya dhac, dil, kufsi, taas oo ah
mid ay arkeen Soomalida sanado badan oo khilaaf iskahorimaad ah.

Ciise Masiix marnaba Kuma noolaan sidaa oo kale, waxuu ku yiri kuwa raaca isaga seefiha
iska dhiga Bogortooyadiisa kuma dhisna awood siyaasadeed ama dagaal diimayd. Waxuu
ku yiri mid ka mid ahaa kuwa asaga raacay oo lagu magacaabo Butros oo ahaa mid aad
ugu dhow, waxaan halkan ku agrinaynaa.

“Markaasaa Ciise ku yidhi, Seeftaada meesheedii ku celi, waayo, kuwa seefo gaada dham-
mu seef bay ku haligmi doonaan. Ma waxaad u malaynaysaa inaanan Aabbahay baryi
karin oo uusan haddeer ii soo diri Karin malaa’igo laba iyo toban guuto ka badan? Hadd-

aba sidee buu u nogon doonaa Qorniinku kan leh, Waa in sidaasu nogotaa” (Injiil, Matayos
26:52-54).

Nin Somali ah baa, yire ragow Kibir waa lagu kufa oo lagu jabaa.

Isla ruuxa caasiyoobay ayaa wuxuu keenaa in kuwa gaarkood ay kibraan, kuwana ay
masayraan. Dadka gaarkood ayaa waxay la yimaadaan caasinimo kala duwan laakiin
dhaamaantoo waa caasiyiin. Runtii caasinimada waa wax dhab ah. Kitaabka quduuska
ahna wuxuu ku tilmaamay arintan mid dembi ah.

Dembigu waa midka sababa isla markaana ah xididka ama aasaaska dhibaatooyinka dhib-
ka ku ah xiriirkeena wada noolaasho. (Waxaa jira dagaalo, dhibaatooyin, furiin, ama kacdoon
gabiil) laakiin tan ugu xun ee dembiga laga dhaxlo ayaa waxay tahay, madaama ay tahay
caasinimada mida aannu uga hornimid inuu Ciise Masiix nolosheena xukumo, iyo Ciiise Ma-
siix 0o ah Sayidka, markaas dembigu wuxuu nogonayaa mid waara wiligiis.

Maalin maalmaha ka mid ah ayuu Ciise soo nogonayaa oo markaas ayuu tuurayaa oo bur-
burinayaa kuwii caasiynimada ku haray.



“Taasu waxay muujisaa xukunka xaga ah ee Illaah, in laydinku tiriyo kuwo istaahila bogor-
tooyada Illaah, tan aad daraaddeed u xanuunsataan. Wayo, xagga Ilaah waa xaq inuu
dhib ugu abaalgudo kuwa idin dhiba, iyo inuu kuwiinna la dhibay nala kiin nasiyo markii
Rabbi Ciise samada ka muuqgdo, isagoo wata malaa’igaha xooggiisa. Oo dab ololaya ku
jira, oo ka aargudanaya kuwa aan llaah agoon iyo kuwa aan addeecin injiilka Rabbi-
geenna Ciise Masiix. Waxaa lagu ciqaabi doona halaag weligiis ah, oo waxaa laga gooyn
doonaa Rabbiga hortiisa iyo ammaanta xoogiisa, markuu yimaado maalintaas in isaga
lagu ammaano goduusiintiisa oo lagula yaabo kuwii rumaystay oo dhan, maxaa yeelay,
markhaatifurkayagii aan idiin sheegnay waa la rumaystay.” (Wargaddii labaad oo Rasuul
Bawlos U qoray Dadka Thesaloniikai 1:5-10)

Dembigu waa mid dhibaato leh maxaa yeelay wuxuu dhibaateeyaa nolosha waqti haatan
oo haddii aan dembigaas la cafinin, gofka wuxuu geynaa naar.

llaah jacaylkiisa iyo naxariistiisa ayaa ah mida kaliya ee aannu ka rajaynayno inuu noo sa-
meeyo. Wuxuu qgof kasta iyo meel kastba ku amray inay caasinimada joojiyaan oo Isaga u
nogdaan oo ay caabudaan. Waa tan micnaha uu Kitaabka ka hadlay oo ku saabsan xag-

ga towbadkeenka. Rasuul Bowlos ayaa wuxuu noo sheegay inuu llaah ku amray dadka oo
dhan meel kasta oo joogaanba inay llaah u towbadkeenaan maxaa yeelay wuxuu sameeyay
maalin, maalintaasoo uu xukumi doono dunida. (Injiil, Falimaha Rusuulada 17:30-31)

“Haddaba wakhtiyadii oqoonla’‘aanta llaah baa dhaafay, laakin hadda wuxuu dadka ku
amrayaa in dhammaantood meel kastaba ha joogeene ay soo toobadkeenaan,; maxaa
yeelay, wuxuu dhigay maalin uu dunida si xaq ah ugu xukumi doono ninkuu dortay, taas-

oo uu dhammaan ugu caddeeyey sarakicidda uu isagii ka soo sara kiciyey kuwii dhintay.”

Maxaa yeelay, dabigeyna daraadiis, ma lahin awood aannu ku towbadkeenno ilamaa uu
llaah na siiyo awoodiis hadiyadeed.
Injiilka sida Yooxanaa 6: 44 ku goran:

“Nina iima iman karo hadduusan Aabbihii i soo diray soo jiidin, aniguna maalinta u dam-
baysa waan soo sara kicin doonaa.”

Haddaba waxaa inagu waajib ah inaynu llaah barino oo aynu ka baraino inuu ina siiyo naxa
riis iyo hadiyadsi aynu u joojino caasinimada islamarkaana u raacno Ciise Masiix 0o ah Say-
idka.

Dadku markay towbadkeen, llaah wuxuu siinayaa cafis guud, looma cigaabi doono wixii ay
sameeyeen 00 ahaa caasinimo. Runtiina waxaa loola dhagmi doonaa sidii iyagoo aan wel-
igood caasin. Runtii ma astaahilno in sidan wanaagsan naloola dhagmo oo mana aha mid
xaggeena ka timid laakiin waa mid inoogu timid dhimashadii Ciise Masiix uu inoo dhintay.

Arintan mar dambe ayaan sii sharixi doonaa.
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Markuu Ciise dhintay wuxuu gaaday cigaabtii ay dadku galabsadeen.

“Maxaa yeelay, Masiixba mar buu u xanuunsaday dembiyada. Isagoo xaqg ah ayuu xanu-
unsaday kuwa aan xaqga ahayn aawadood inuu inoo keeno llaah. Xagga jidhka waa laga
dilay, laakiinse xagga ruuxa waa laga nooleeyey.” (1 Buteros 3:18)

Waxaa loo cigaabay dembiyada dadka si ay uga xoroobaan cigaabtii ay gaysteen. Tani waa
giimaha jacaylka Ciise Masiix ee uu inoo gabo. Wuu ina jecel yahay oo wuxuu ina siiyay No-
loshiisii.

“Oo taas jacayl baa ku jira, mana ah inaynu llaah jeclayn, laakiinse , oo wuxuu Wiilkiisa u
soo diray si uu kafaaraggudka dembiyadeenna u nogdo.” (1 Yooxaana 4:10)

Markii uu gof joojiyo caasinimada oo Ciise u ogolaado inuu noloshiisa xukumo, tani waa
mid calaamo cad in llaah badalay qofkaas oo islamarkaana ka dhigay mid cusub. Waxaa
laga yaabaa inay dareemaan wax isku mid ah, laakiin si kala duwan ayay u dhagmaan max-
aa yeelay waa ay kala duwan yihiin. Oo tani waa wax mugcjisa ah. Isbadelku ma aha mid uu
gof sameeyay ama ku yimid doorasho xagga ku dhaganka diinta.

Haatan ayay waxay doonayaan inay ka farxiyaan Ciise- markii hore waxay doonayeen inay
ka farxiyaan noloshooda. Laakiin haatan waxay doonayaan inay caabudaan Ciise- waagii
hore waxay ahaayeen kuwa iska dhega tira oo aan caabudin Isag. Isbedalkan dhagan ayaa
ku yimid isbadalkii dhagan ee Ciise, oo isbadalkan dhagan ayaa ah waxa uu Kitaabka ugu
yeeray in mar kale la dhasho.

Is badalkaan oo mar marka gaar Rabbiga sameeyo lagna tixraaco Ciise oo nagu dex nool,
sida ku cad kitaabkiiso (Galatiya 2:20) iyo (Rooma 8:11) iyo (Injiil, Yoxanaa 4:24) waa muhim in
la garto isu dhiibida Cise Masiix, xukunkiisan gofna ma luminaayo kuwa raacay Ciise Masiix
Ruux Quduuska ma ahoo malaaigta Jabriil. (Rooma 8:11). Sida aan ka agrinay (Injiil, Yooxana
4:24).

Kuwa Ciise raacay waa kuwa ogaaday oo agbalay inuu Ciise xukumo noloshooda nin ama
naag. Waxay ogaadeyn in ay Ciise ku caasiyeen oo istaahilaan in la cigaabo.

Kuwa Ciise raacay waa kuwa aaminsan inuu Ciise ku dhintay iskutalaabta oo taasi uu ku
gaaday ciqgaabtii ay galabsadeen dembiilayaasha. Waqti dhow ayaan sharixi doonaa dhima-
shadii Ciise. Kuwa raacay Ciise waa kuwa u soo jeestay u yeeridii towbadkeenka Ilaah. Wax-
ay ka soo noqdeen caasinimadii oo waxay isu dhiibeen Ciise. Kuwani waxay og yihiin naag
ama nin in la cafiyay. llaah uu ka dhigay iyaga kuwa cusub oo Ciise uu ku dhex nool yahay
joogitaan Ruuxa Quduuska ah kaasoo Aabbaha iyo Ciise ay ku yihiin hal llaah.

Waxay arkayaan isbadalkooda xagga fikirka iyo dhaganka. Rabbiga Ciise waxaa la jira Ruuxa
Quduuska ah.



Waxaa cad in uusan gofka ku raaci karin Ciise Masiix waxyaabo fiicfiicanoo uu gofka sa-
meeyao ama ku dhex noolaado noloshiisa, ama gof ku wanaagsan xagga bulshada, ama
raacay wax barid wanaagsan. Waa macquul inuu gofka sameeyo waxaan oo dhan laakiin uu
gofkii weli caasi ku ahaado Ciise. Runtii inta badan waxaa run aha in dadka fiicfiican ay dhib
badan yihiin maxaa yeelay waxaa adag inay ogaadaan inay u baahan yihiin cafis. Inta badan
waxay iska dhigaan kuwa wanwanaagsan oo aan wax dembi ah lahayn. Laakiin kuwa raa-
cay Ciise Masiix ma aha kuwa fiicfiican ee waa kuwa dembiilayaal ah.

Laakiin haatan waa inaynu fiirinaa dhibaatada ugu daran.

Qofka Muslimka ah wuxuu yagaan in Ciise uu yahay Erayga llaah (Kalimu Laah). Haddii aad
akhrisid Injiilka sida ku goran Yooxaana 1:1-3 waxaad arki doontaa in isla Eraygan uu billow-
gii la jiray llaah. Oo Eraygan ayaa laga abuuray wax kast oo xitaa aan imminka ugu yeerno
“Jiritaanka”

Ciise ma uu billaaban oo kaliya markii ay Maryan dhashay Isaga. Ciise wuxuu jiray lbraa-
him ka hor, oo waxay ahayd sanaddo badan ka hor. Ciise ayaa madaxdii wadaddadii “ku yiri
Ibraahim hortiis ayaan jiray.
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Runtii wuxuu la joogay llaaha ah Aabbaha xitaa billowgii inta aanan dunida la abuurin ka
hor xitaa Aden iyo Xaawa. Waa tan mida ay aayada ugu horaysa ee Towraat ay leedahay.

“Bilowgii llaah samada iyo dhulkuu abuuray.” (Towraat, Bilowgii 1:1) tani waxay ku gornayd
afka Cibraaniyadda oo erayga lagu yiraahdo llaah afka Cibraaniyadda waa “Elohim” eraygan
meesha uu ku dhamaado ayaa tilmaamaysa inuu yahay erayga jamac ama wax ka badan
hal gof. Eraygan ayaa wuxuu ka yimid “El" oo uu mecnaheedo yahay ilaah iyo “him"” oo ah
jamac. Eraygan laysku daray ayaa ku dhamaadaa ama lagu daraa shaqgal kaasoo erayga
kadgigay “Elohim” markii dhamaan laysku daro ayuu eraygan nogonayaa llaah ma aha
ilaah yar laakiin hal llaah kaasoo siyaabo badan isu muujiyey oo xitaa laga yaabo in dad
badani ay fahmi waayaan.

Kitaabka Quduudka Ah, (Taurat, Bilowgii 1:1) aya gaybteeda kale lagu isticmaalay ficil (af
Somali “abuuray” ah). Waa llaah (af Cibraaniyadda “Elohim”) waxa sameeyo wuxuu ku sa-
meeyaa si isku mid ah ama misaysan taasoo ka turjumayso sida uu yahay. Tani waxay agba-
laysaa ama laga akhri karaa Injiilka Yooxanaa 1. 1-4 taasoo haatan la soo xigganayo:
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“Bilowgii waxaa jiray Ereyga, Ereyguna wuxuu la jiray llaah, Ereyguna wuxuu ahaa llaah.
Isagu llaah buu la jiray bilowgii. Wax walba waxaa laga sameeye xaggiisa, oo Wixii la
sameeyey lama samayn isaga la’'aanyiis. Issaga wax aa ku jirtay nolol, noloshuna waxaya-
hayd nuurka dadka.”

Tani waxay noo horseedaysaa godobkeena xigga. Waa run in Kitaabka uu Ciise uu ugu yeer-
ay Masiixa “Willka llaah” laakkiin waxaan idnka codsanaa inaad hal mid ogaataan. Looguma
yeerin “Walad Allah” taasoo marar badan lagu sheegay Quraanka, iyo xitaa in llaah uu leeya-
hay ilmo ah gabdho. Laakiin runtii ma lahayn gabdho iyo wiilal mana aha wax macquula ah.
laah ma aha mid naag guursaday waa na shirki in taas la yiraahdo ama loogu yeero inuu
dhalay gabdho. Sidoo kale kuwa Ciise raacay “ayaa yiri” ma laha ama dhalin Walad ama Will
midna. Ma jiro gof heli karaa micnaynta ah Waladu Allah oo loo isticmaalay Ciise Masiix.

Laakiin sabadta Ciise loogu yeeray Ina llaah macnaheeda ma aha in llaah uu Maryan guur-
saday oo markaas ay dhashay Will ah bani-aadam, ama xagga jirka ka yimid. Injiilka, Ciise
waxaa loogu yeeray magacyo badan kuwaasoo ay ka mid yihiin Albaabka,

Geedka canabka laakiin Isagama samayn alwaaxa oo mana u korin sidii geed oo kale ama
sidii albaab guri xiran oo kale.

Laakiin erayadan waxaa loo isticmaalay hab cilmiyeed. Waxaa loogu yeeray Ciise “Wiillka
llaah” maxaa yeelay waa mid xagga dabeecadda la mid ah llaah ah Aabbaha, sida wiilkayga
aan dhalay uu iila mid yahay amaba gabiilkayga aan isugu mid nahay sidaas oo kale ayay
isugu mid yihiin Aabbaha iyo Willka.

Waxyaabaha kale ee loo isticaalay Ciise ayaa waxaa ka mid ah. Inuu inta badan isugu
yeeri jiray “Wiilka Aadanaha” sida runta ah tan ayaa ka mid ahayd waxyaabahii cadaynayey
bini-aadannimadiisa. Waxaa laga yaabaa inaad ku faraxdid arintan laakiin bal sug wax yar.
Waxay mid run ah in Ciise uu nogday jir oo uu ahaa bini-aadan iyo sidoo kale mid awood
leh. Markuu Ciise isticaalay erayga “Willka Aadanah” wuxuu u isticmaalayay maxaa yeeklay
waxaa hore u sii sheegay Nabi Daanyeel 7: 13-14. Waa kuwan wixii Kitaabku yiri.

“‘Riyadii habeennimada waxaan ku arkay mid u eg wiilkii aadan aha oo ku yimid daruura-
ha samada, oo wuxuu u yimid, kii da'da weynaa, oo waa loo soo dhoweeyey oo hortiisaa
la soo taagay. Oo waxaa la siiyey dowladnimo iyo ammaan iyo bogortooyo, inay dadyow-
gaq, iyo quruumaha, iyo kuwa kala afka ahu u wada adeegaan. Dowladnimadiisu waa
dowladnimo weligeed jiraysa, oo aan dhammaanayn, bogortooyadiisuna waa mid aan la

baabbi’in doonin.”

Tani waa wax barid uu Ciise u nogday waqtigii hore ama sida uu Kitaabka ka yir Aabbaha
llaah, oo wuxu soo hor dhigay Rabbiga hortiisa. Oo Ciise waxaa la siiyay amar iyo awood. Bo-
gortooyadiisu waa mid waarta. Weligeed ma dhamaan doonto. Dadka oo dhan, diimaha oo
dhan waa ay dhamaan doonaan, laakiin bogortooyadiisa xagga Ruuxa weligeed ma idlaan
doonto.

Tani waxay noo horseedaysaa su'aasha kale taasoo ah, Waa maxay dabeecadda Illaah? Wax-
aan og nahay in llaah yahay Ruux. Aabbahu ma laha jir iyo dhiig sidi Ciise Masiix. Oo haatan
waxaynu og nahay Ruuxa Quduuska ah inuu yahay “Ruuxa” Laakiin seddexdaba waxay isku
yihiin mid. Waxay wada leeyihiin hal shaqgo iyo shaqgsiyad ay ku kala duwan yihiin. Dadka
gaar ayaa waxay isticmaalaan waxyaabo tusaalooyin ah si ay u geexaan arintan. Laakiin



runtii aniga ma u malaynayo inay wax tar leedahay. llaah waa mid aan la agoon karin oo
garsoon. Ma fahmi karno llaah. Maxaa yeelay haddii aan isku dayno inaan fahamno, taa-
si waxay la mid tahay inagoo iska dhignay Ilaah oo aannu garanayno wax kasta oo Isaga
kusaabsan. Runtii ma fahmi karno.

Laakiin haddii aad siisid waqti si aad u akhrisid Kitaabka oo dhan, waxaad arki doontaa
waxyaabo cajaa’ibleh: Aabbah, Wiilka iyo Ruuxa Quduuska ayaa waxay yihiin mid iyo weliba
hal [laah.

Midkasta oo ka mid ah seddexdan. Seddexdooda waxay ka dhigaysaa mid qura. Aabbaha
ma aha Wiilka, Wiilkana ma aha Ruuxa Quduuska ah.

Awood kasta uu mid leeyahay ayaa waxay tahay mid kala midaysan labada kale weligeed
mana kala bixi karan oo waa llaah.

Mid kast ayaa wuxuu la mid yahay labada kale, wuxuuna leeyahay dabeecad iyo sharaf la
mid ah labada kale. Waa tan gayb ah Kitaabka oo ka hadlayso waxa uu yahay Ciise.

“Ciise goortii la baabtiisay, ayuu markiiba biyaha kor uga baxay kolkaasaa samooyinku
furmeen, oo wuxuu arkay Ruuxa Ilaah oo sida goolley oo kale u soo degaya oo dushiisa
imanaya, oo cod baa samooyinka ka lahaa, Kanu waa Wiilkayga aan jeclahay, oo aan ku

faraxsanahay.” (Injiil, Matayos 3:16 — 17 sidu u quray.)

Oo waxaad ogaynaysaan inuu Ciise yahay bani-aadam. Runtii wuxuu u yimid Yooxaana
inuu babtiiso. Laakiin intuu weli bani-aadamka ahaa ayaa codkii llaaha ah Aabbaha ka yim-
id samada kaasoo leh “kanu waa Wiilka Ilaah” sidoo kale waxaa la arkay joogitaanka Ruuxa
Quduuska kaasoo ku yimid Qoolay. Aabbaha ma aha Wiilka. Wiilkna ma aha Aabbaha. Oo
Ruuxa ma aha Wiilka. Shagada, sharciga iyo haddii aynu niraahnaba xagga awooda ayay
saddexduba ku kala duwan yihiin. Laakiin haddana waxaa jira hal llaah. Waa tan sida uu
Kitaabka na barayo waa na sidaas sida uu Kitaabku leeyahay. (1 Timatiyos 2:5)

“Waayo, waxaa jira llaah keliya iyo dhexdhexaadiye keliya oo u dhexeeya llaah iyo dadka,
waana ninka Ciise Masiix ah.”

Laakiin waxaan hayaa wax la yaab leh oo aan idiin sheego. Ma idinka filayo inaad aammint-
aan wax kasta oo aad akhriseen. Maxaa yeelay Ciise ayaa yiri “gofna ma aammini karo ilaa
llaah uu daaha ka gaado indhahiisa.” Aqoontan kusaabsan waxa uu yahay Ciise ayaa mid
loo muujiyey si run ah. Waxay ku qoran tahay Kitaabka iyadoo cad, oo haddii aad doonaysid
inad akhrisid, waad arki kartaa. Laakiin nimcada llaah oo kaliay ayaad ku arki kartaa eraygi-
isa runta ah. Si cad ayaan idinku sheegay waxa uu Kitaabku leeyahay. Bal haatan aan fiirino
sida uu llaah kuu siiyo inaad aaminto.



Waa tan sheeko taariigi ah oo horay u dhacday.

“Wuxuu ku yidhi, Kuwani waa hadalladaydii aan idinkula hadlay intii aan weli idinla jiray.
Waa inay nhogdaan wax walba oo shareciga Muuse iyo nebiyadii iyo sabuurrada laygaga
qoray oo igu saabsanaa ... Wuxuuna ku yidhi, Sidaasay u goran tahay, Waa inuu Masiixu
silco, oo uu maalinta saddexaad kuwa dhintay ka soo sara kaco, iyo in toobaddii iyo dem-
bidhaafka magiciisa lagu wacdiyo quruumaha oo dhan oo laga bilaabo Yeruusaalem.
Idinkuna waxyaalahaas ayaad markhaati ka tihiin.” (Injiil, Luukos 24: 44-48)

Tani waa wax ku goran kitaabka, laakiin gaar ka mid ah xertiisii ayaa si aad ah uga cabsaday
markuu Ciise dhimashadii ka sare kacay oo u muuqday iyaga. Qaar way aammini waayeen
aritaas. Kuwani waa erayadii Ciise. Waa tan micnayntiisii.

“Markaasuu haddaba u dhiibay in iskutallaabta lagu godbo. Wayna kaxeyeen Ciise.
Markaas isagoo sita iskutallaabta ayuu u kacay meeshii Dhakada yidhaahdaan, oo af
Cibraaniga lagu odhan jiray Golgota, meeshaasay iskutallaabaha ku godbeen isaga iyo

laba kale, midba gees. Ciisena dhexda.” (Injiil, Yooxanaa 19: 16-18)

Waxaan ogahay inuu goriinkanu yahay run, oo sidoo kale awooda llaah ayaa qof galbigiisa
galin karta erayga. Sidoo kale Ilaah ayaa ah mid gofka galbigiisa runta galin kara haddii ay
tahay ujeedadiisa. Miyaad baryi kartaa oo aad weydiisan kartaa inuu ku siiyo ama ku tusi-
yo towbadkeen iyo iimmaan iyo weliba inuu naga soo celiyo debigeenii! Miyaad isku dhiibi
kartaa Isaga xagga hadiyadiisa ah nolosha cusub? Miyaad baryaysaa Isaga si tani ay kugu
timaado?

Runtii kuwa raacay Ciise ayaa ah kuwa raacay markii llaah uu galbigooda taabtay oo uu ka
dhigay kuwa cusub. Inkastoo ay muhiim tahay haddana ma aha waxa ay aamminsan yihiin
oo kali ah. Oo ma aha tukasho ama baryo in loogu towbadkeeno Ilaah ama in laga towba-
keenay caasinimadii lagu caasiyoobay Ciise. In la hubiyo inay llaah maglaan. In la hubiyo
inay Illaah baryaan, oo ay helaan Isaga inuu yahay badbaadiyahooda iyo Sayidkooda. Laakiin
micnaynta waxa runntii dhacay ayaa waxaa laga akhrin karaa Injiilka Yooxaana 1:10-14 markii
aad akhrisid fadlan ogow inaysan tani oranaynin gof ayaa iska dhiga mid raaco ama aammi-
no Ciise. Runtii waa mid ka soo hor jeeda taas. Waa shagada llaah inuu gof badbaado. Qof
isma badbaadin karo. llaah oo kaliya ayaa gofka badbaadiya, hadaa aamintid Ciise Masiix,
inuu yahay Sayidkaaga oo aad isu dhiibtid Isaga.

“Wuxu ku jiray dunida, dunidana waxaa laga sameeyey xaggiisa, oo duniduna ma ay
granayn isaga. Wuxuu u yimid kuwiisii, kuwiisiina ma ay agbalin isaga. Laakiin in alla intii
agbashay, wuxuu siiyey amar ay carruurtii lllah ku nogdaan, kuwaasu waa kuwii magicii-
sa rumaystay, oo aan ka dhalan dhiigga, ama doonistii jidhka, ama dad doonistiis, laakin
waxay ka dhasheen Illaah. Ereyguna jidh buu nogday, oo waa inna dhex joogay, oo wax-

aannu aragnay ammaantiisii, taas oo ahayd ammaantii u ekayd tan Wiilka keliye ee Aab-
9



baha, ee nimco iyo run ka buuxa. .. Waayo, sharciga waxaa loo soo dhiibay Muuse, laaki-
inse nimcada iyo runtu waxay ku yimaadeen Ciise Masiix.” (Injiil, Yooxanaa, 1: 10-14 & 17)

In la toobadkeeno oo iimaan la yeesho ayuu qofka u baahaanyahay.

Rabbiga Ciise, galbigayga ayaan ka leeyahay sidan. Waxaan aaminay inaad tahay llaah oo

waxaad leedahay awood aad ku xuknto noloshayda. Waxaan ahay caasi oo waxaan ku caa-
siyoobay dadka kale iyo adigaba. Waxaan ku dambaabay waxa aan ka fakaro iyo waxa aan

sameeyo iyo waxa aan iraadho intaba. Mararka gaar waa dambaabay anigoon wax ogayn.

Mararka gaarna si toos ah ayaan u dambaabaa.

Waxaan ka xumahay dhamaan waxaasi oo dhan, oo waxaan ku weydiisanayaa inaad iga
cafiso. Haatan wxaan ka soo nogonayaa caasininadaydii oo waan ku caabudayaa. Rabbiyow
Ciisow waxaan akhriyay inaad ku dhimatay iskutalaabta aniga dartay. Waxaa amin sanahay
inaad ku dhimatay iskutalaabta, laakiin waxaan taas ka akhriyay Kitaabka, waa aa minay.
Ma ku arkin makrii aad ii dhimanaysay, laakiin waan kuu mahad celinayaa. Rabbiyow ii nax-
ariiso, wax i cafin karaa ma jiro. Waxaa tahay badbaadiyaheyga.

Sidee buu u dhagmaa qof cusub oo raacay Ciise Masiix?

Nin ama naag waxaa looga baahan yahay inay akhriyaan erayga llaah maalin kasta, oo si-
doo kale samaystaan waqti ay llaah ku caabudaan. Hadday ay jiraan laba ama saddaex 0o
aad garanaysid inay rumaysan yihiin Ciise, waa kulmi kartaan si aad isu dhiiri galisaan xag-
ga iimmaanka Sayidkeena Ciise. Waxaan u yeeri kartaan kooxa yar yar meel aad ku caabu-
daan Rabbiga haddii ay suurtogal tahay waxaad sii wadi kartaa kulankiina.

Waxay gorsheeyaan inay babtiisim sameeyaan, haddii gof cusub uu ku soo biiro kooxda.

Wagqti kast waxay xusuustaan dhimashadii Ciise Masiix. 1 Kirintos 11:17-32 waxay gaybtani
geexaysaa.

Kooxda markay kulmaan waxay akhriyaan erayga llaah oo way ducaystaa, sidoo kalana gof
ayaa WUXUU sharaxayaa erayga 00 wWuxuu samaynayaa tusaalooyin si ay kuwa kale u fah-
maan, waxbarida Kitaabka Quduuska ah.

Haddii gof cusub uu ku socon waayo sida uu gabo Kitaabka llaah, markaas waxaa waajib
ah in mid ka mid ah odayaasha ama madaxda kaniisadda guriga inay la hadlaan ay saxaan

gofkaas. Mana aha canaan xagga jirka ah laakiin waano iyo erayga llaah.

John Chapman iyo Abu Xabiib Yahya
Buuggan ayaa waxaa loo sameeyay Soomaalida waxaana goray Abu Xabiib Yaxya.
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THE QUESTION

A Question about belief...

What is a Muslim?

di\\ J}.»):\i.;r.i “\‘912_‘11?

As a Somali you will know that a Muslim is a person who confesses the Shahada,

La ilaha ill Allah, Muhammad rasul Allah

1



Muslims hold to other significant beliefs. They also perform prescribed religious duties. But
how do Muslims differ from the followers of Ciise? The topic of this booklet is “What makes
a true follower of Ciise?
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The Bible begins by stating that the world and everything in it, including people, belongs to
God.

What we do in God's world and with it is important to God. He has never lost interest in His
world, not in any part of it. He has not lost interest in Somalia or the Somali people. Some
people think that God made His world and then grew tired of it but this is quite contrary to
what the Bible says.

“You cause the grass to grow for the livestock and plants for man to cultivate that he may
bring forth food from the earth.” (Psalm 104 14)

Jesus—the Master of the World
When God created the world He did so that Jesus Christ would be Master of it. Here is what
the Injil has to say about this:

“For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for

him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” (Colossians 1. 16-17)

Jesus Christ, through his death and resurrection, has become Lord or Master of the whole
creation.

“And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point
of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on
him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow

and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Phi-
lippians 2: 8-11)

He has therefore the right to control everything in the world. Including the lives of men and
women boys and girls among the people of Somalia. They should recognize him as their
Master and God. The Bible says there is only one God. Followers of Jesus do not believe in
three gods. Later in this booklet we will explain why the idea of three gods is not accept-
able.

“For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all.” (1 Timothy 2: 5-6)
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Those who believe in Jesus Christ do not believe that there are three gods. That error will be
commented on later in his booklet. However, if you are not a follower of Jesus you should
worship and obey Him. This is what is meant by the statement ‘Jesus Christ is Lord". It is be-
lieving this and acting on it which makes a Somali or any person a follower of Jesus Christ.
We will explain later why Jesus is worthy of worship. And | will explain some things you may
not yet know. But first here are some preliminary comments.

Men and women everywhere are rebellious to the idea that their lives should be controlled
by Jesus. They want to be independent. They want to be free from His rule and authority.
They see themselves as ‘free to do their own thing'.

(A Somali proverb: In striving for gains a man loses all sense of shame)

They make the mistake of thinking that their lives are their own to do with as they like. They
reject Jesus as their Lord —sometimes passively, sometimes actively—but whether actively
or passively they reject Him.

Consequently they do not bother about obeying His laws. They act in a way which shows
they are self-centred in their approach to life. It is this spirit of rebellion which allows some
people to murder, commit adultery, steal. This is why Somali has seen many years of con-
flict. Jesus Christ never lived like that. He told His followers to put away the sword for His
kingdom and rule is not built on political power or on religious wars. He said to His follower
Peter, one of His closest Companions, as we read in this actual account:

“Then Jesus said to him, ‘Put your sword back in its place. Do you think that | cannot ap-
peal to my Father and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But

how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?” (Matthew 26: 52-54)

The same spirit of rebellion causes others to be puffed up in pride, eaten up in jealousy or
fritter away their lives in addictions and selfishness. Different people show different symp-
tom of this rebellion but all are rebellious. The fact of rebellion is real. The Bible calls this
spirit of rebellion sin. It makes no effort to minimize the seriousness of it. It sees it to be the
root cause of all the problems which we have in trying to live in relationship with each oth-
er (wars, strife, divorce, race riots). But the worst feature of sin is that since it is a rebellion
against Jesus Christ's right to control our lives and since Jesus is Master, then sin has conse-
qguences of eternal magnitude.

One day Jesus will return and overthrow all who remain rebellious to His rule.

“This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of
the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering—since indeed God considers it just

to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as
well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angles in flam-
ing fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey
the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away
from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, when he comes on that day
to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, because

our testimony to you was believed.” (2 Thessalonians 1: 5-10)

Sin does matter because it wrecks life here and now and if unforgiven will take a person to

hell.
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God in His love and mercy does the only thing that we would expect him to do. He com-
mands everyone everywhere to stop rebelling against Him and turn back and obey Him.
This is what the Bible means by the term ‘repentance’. The Apostle Paul tells us that God
commands all people everywhere to repent because He has fixed a day when He will judge
the world. (Acts of the Apostles 17: 30-31).

“The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to
repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a
man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance by raising him from the

dead.” (Acts of the Apostles 17: 30-31)

Because of our sin, we do not have the ability to repent unless God gives us this ability as a
gift. The Gospel of John 6: 44 says:

“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And | will raise him up
on the last day.”

And we should consequently beg God to have mercy on us and give us this gift so that we
can stop rebelling and submit to Jesus Christ as Lord.

When people repent they're granted an amnesty by God. They are not punished for their
acts of rebellion as they ought to be. Indeed they are treated as if they never were rebels.
We don't deserve this treatment and it could never have been ours except for the death of
Jesus Christ on out behalf. | will have an explanation about that later on in this booklet.

“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteousness for the unrighteous, that he might
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit.” (1 Peter 3:18)

When Jesus died He took the punishment which mankind deserved because of their sin.
He was punished for sinful people so that they could be set free from the punishment they
deserve. This is the measure of the love of Jesus Christ for us: He loved us and gave His life
for us.

“This is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins.” (1John 4:10)

When anyone stops rebelling and allows Jesus to control their life, this is a clear indication
that God has changed them and made them into new people. They may feel much the

same, and look the same, but they act differently. They act differently because they are ”



different. And this is a miracle. The change is not man made, or just the choice of a religious
culture.

They now want to please Jesus — before, they wanted to please themselves. Now they want
to obey Jesus — before, they ignored and disobeyed Him. This changed behavior stems from
a changed attitude to Jesus and this changed attitude is what the Bible calls being born
again.

This change is something which God does and is sometimes referred to as having Christ liv-
ing in us (Galatians 2:20) and sometimes as having the Holy Spirit dwelling within. (Romans
8: 11). For followers of Jesus the Holy Spirit is not the angel Gabriel. Instead He is the Spirit,
who with the Father and Jesus, are together One God. For we read in the Gospel, “God is
Spirit... " (John 4:24)

Of course it is important to realize that in submitting to Jesus’ control a person does not
lose his or her identity. Rather they become more complete as human beings. Before they
were slaves to sin, now they have found true freedom. For it is in Jesus’ service that ‘perfect
freedom’ is found.

A follower of Jesus, then, is someone who recognizes that Jesus Christ has the right to con-
trol his or her life. They recognize that they are rebels against Jesus Christ and deserve to be
punished.

A follower of Jesus will believe that Jesus Christ actually did die on the Cross taking the
punishment which their sins deserved. | will explain about the death of Christ, shortly.

A follower of Jesus is a person who has responded to God's call to repent. They have turned
from rebellion against Jesus and submitted to Him. This person knows that he or she has
been forgiven. They know that God has made them a new person and that Jesus lives in
their life by the presence of the Holy Spirit, who with the Father and the Lord Jesus, is God.
They know this because they see their changed desires, attitudes and behavior. In fact the
Presence of God the Holy Spirit being within a follower of Jesus, He the Holy Spirit will wit-
ness to the human spirit of a man or woman that they are now different. Not perfect, but a
new person just the same. This person trusts God with his or her life.

It is clear from this that a person does not become a follower of Jesus merely by living a
good life as such, or being a good person in the community, or following the teaching of a
good man. It is possible to do all these things and still be in rebellion against Jesus. In fact,
it is often true that the better people are the more difficult it is for them to realize that they
need to be forgiven. They tend to think that they are good enough. But a follower of Jesus is
not just a good person.

But now we must look at some most difficult matters.
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A Muslim will know that Jesus Christ is called the “Word of God"” or Kalimat Allah. If you will
read the Gospel of John 1: 1-3 you will see that this same Word was in the beginning with
God. And by this Word of God all created things came into what we now call “existence”.
Jesus did not begin his life when Mary gave birth to her son. For Jesus was from before the
time of Abraham, and that was many years before. For Jesus told the Jewish rulers, “Before
Abraham was, | am.”
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In fact, He was with God the Father, right at the beginning, before the world was made, and
before Adam and Eve were made. Here is what the very first verse of the Torah says:

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Torah, Genesis 1:1) This was
written in the Hebrew language and the word in Hebrew for the Somali word “llaah” is the
word “Elohim”. The ending of the word “Elohim” makes it plural, that is two or more. The
word is made up of “El" for god and “him” for the plural designator. The comyposite word has
the vowel added or “0” making the word “Elohim”. The total word is “God”, not a god but
One God who is more complex than some may have understood. In Genesis 1: 1 the rest of
the verse has a singular verb. This is the Somali verb “abuuray” to create. What the Lord God
does He does in unity with all who He is. This agrees with the words in the Gospel of John
1:1-4 which are now quoted:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him
was not anything made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of

men.” (John 1: 1-4)

This leads us to our next point. It is true that the Bible calls Jesus Christ the “Son of God”
but please note one thing. He is not called “Walad Allah” You will know that the Qur'an
reports on the Times of Ignorance, and on the view then that Allah had some daughters.
But daughters He could not have, for that is not possible. God has no wife, and it is blasphe-
my to say that He has “daughters”. Similarly, followers of Jesus say, He God has no “walad”
or boy. You will not find the expression Waladu'llah used of Jesus Christ But the expression
Ibnu’llaah is used because it does not require or teach that God had sex with Mary and so
made a ‘son’ in a human, sexual or biological sense. In the Gospel, Jesus is called by many
terms such as “the door” and “the vine” and “the way.” But he is not made of wood, nor
does He grow like a vine, or swing on a hinge like any door in your house. No, this is a phil-
osophical way of using words. He is called the “Son of God"” because He is of one Nature or
Substance with the Father, just as my earthly son has my nature, or my clan flesh.

Other titles are used in the Gospels to refer to Jesus. He often spoke of Himself as the “Son
of Man”. Here, of course was a reference to his humanity. You may be more comfortable
with that title, but wait a minute. It was correct of course, for Jesus did become flesh and
was fully human as well as fully divine. When Jesus used the words ‘son of man’ he was us-

16



ing code language to point to the reference in the Prophet Daniel, chapter 7:13-14. Here is
what the Bible says:

“I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son
of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him.

And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations,
and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not

pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.” (Daniel 7:13-14)

This is teaching that Jesus Christ returned up to the Ancient of Days, or as the Bible says, to
the Father who is God, and He was presented before the Lord. And to Jesus was given do-
minion and authority. His kingdom is eternal. It will never end or pass away. Other people
will decline, other religions will end, but His spiritual kingdom will never decline. It will never
end.

This leads to the next question. What is the nature of God? We know that God is Spirit. That
is, the Father God is not flesh and blood as is Jesus Christ. And we know that the Holy Spirit
is “Spirit.” But each of the Three who are yet One, have aspects of their work and personality
which differs from the Other. Some people use illustrations to try to explain this. But for me
this is not really helpful. God is a mystery. We cannot ‘understand’ God as if His essence can
be adequately described to us. That would be to make us God, as if we could know all that
there is to know about Him. We cannot.

But if you take the time to read the whole Bible you will discover something quite amazing:

The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are One, and only One God.

Each of these three Divine Substances has something of them which the other Divine Sub-
stances do not have. The Father is not the Son, and the Son is not the Holy Spirit.

No one of these three, if He could be completely separated from the Others (and that is im-
possible) would alone and in isolation from the others, by Himself, be God. That cannot be.
Each Divine Substance being united to the other Two in an eternal and inseparable unity, is
God.

And each Divine Substance being united with the other Two, retains the same Nature and
Dignity as the other Two. Here is a part of the Bible which sets out who Jesus is:

“And when Jesus was baptized immediately he went up from the water, and behold the
heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
coming to rest on him; and behold a voice from heaven said, ‘this is my beloved Son, with

whom | am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:16-17)

And you will note that Jesus is fully human. He actually came to John to be baptized. Yet
while fully human the voice of God the Father came from heaven itself to affirm this One as
the “Son of God". As well, the presence of The Spirit of God was seen, being in the form of a
dove. The Father was not the Son. The Son was not the Father. And the Holy Spirit was not
the Son. The role, the form, and if we could say so the shape of each was different. Yet there
is only one God. This is what the Bible teaches and it is so. As the Bible says in 1 Timothy 2: 5

“For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”
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But God did not become Jesus, and Jesus did not become the Holy Spirit. That is not what
happened.

But now | have something interesting to tell you. | don't expect you to believe all that you
have just read. This is because Jesus said ‘no one could believe, unless the Father in heaven
takes away the veil from their eyes. This knowledge of who Jesus is, is a revealed truth. Sure,
it is written plainly in the Bible, you can see that for yourself if you care to read the Bible.
But only by God'’s grace can you see how true are His words. | have told you plainly what the
Bible says. Now let us see how much God gives you to believe . ..

Here is the historical account:

“Then he (Jesus) said to them, ‘ These are the words | spoke to you when | was with still you,
that everything written about me in the Law and the Prophets and the Psalms must be
fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, ‘Thus
it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, begin-

ning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.”” (Luke 24: 44-47)

This is the gospel record, but then even after His resurrection some of His companions were
frightened at his appearance, and some had doubts. These are the words of Jesus Himself.
This is His explanation.

“So he (Pilate) delivered him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus and he went
out, bearing his own cross, to the place called the place of a skull, which in Aramaic is
called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, and

Jesus between them.” (John 19: 16-18)

As | know that this record is true, so also God by His power can keep these words in your
mind. And God can convince you that this is true, If He chooses to do so. Will you pray to
Him for Him to give you repentance and faith. And turning from our sin, will you depend on
Him for His gift of new life? Will you pray for this to come to you?

Basically people become followers of Jesus when God does something in them, and makes
them new people. It is not just by what they believe though that is important. It is not just
because of what they pray in repenting before God, and repenting of their rebellion against
Jesus. To be sure they make a response to God. To be sure they pray to God to “receive him
as their Saviour and Lord.” But the explanation of what really must happen is given in chap-
ter 1 of the Gospel of John, verses 10-14. When you read it please note that it is not saying
that a person makes himself or herself a follower of the Way. It is in fact the very opposite:

It is the work of God the Father, and He makes this change in your life, if you now believe in
Jesus as Lord, and submit to Him.
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“He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know
him. He came to his own and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become the children of God, who were
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God . .. For the

Law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. ” (John 1:
10-14 & 17)

To respond in repentance and faith a person could pray a prayer something like this: “Lord
Jesus, with my mind emotion and will | say this. | recognize that You are God and have the
right to control my life. | am a rebel and have rebelled against other people and against You.
| have sinned in what | think and what | do and what | say. Sometimes | sin unconsciously,
sometimes | sin deliberately. | am sorry for this and ask You to forgive me. Now | am turning
from my rebellion and | will obey You. Lord Jesus | have read that you died on the cross as a
substitute for me. | find it hard to believe that you actually died on the cross, but | have read
in the Bible that it is so. | didn't see you die for me, but | thank You anyway. Please now will
You have mercy on me. No man can save me. No priest or normal prophet can forgive me.
Please do for me what Companion John said in his Gospel, “(to be) born of God.” Amen

He or she should read God’'s word each day, and find time to pray to God in secret. If there
are two or three other believers in Jesus, people you know of, you can meet together to en-
courage each other in the faith of our Lord. We can call these little groups “house churches.”
If necessary you can keep the existence of these “house churches” secret. At least until it is
safe for you to let others know you are followers of Jesus. A church is not the building. It is
the people. Normally, in a house church, four things will happen:

1. They will plan for a baptism, if a new person is to join the group.

2. From time to time they will remember the death of Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians
chapter 11: 17-32 explains this.

3. When the group meets they will read the Word of God, and pray. Someone will
explain the word, and give illustrations to help the others understand it. And this
preaching should come with some application for the individuals present, based on
what the Bible teaches.

4. When a new believer does not live in line with the Word of God, an Elder in the
house church should gently correct that person. This is not by physical punishment,

but by admonition, by words.

John Chapman and Abu Xabiib Yahya
English translation is from the ESV.
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